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Introduction: 
There is a lot to learn when it comes to shooting better video, and this guide is specifically 
designed to get you up and shooting excellent quality video on many mobile devices in about 
10 minutes. This is merely a primer to video production. 

Getting Up to Speed on Cameras: 
If you have been in the internet marketing space for any time at all, you’ve been hearing video 
marketing is THE big thing. It turns out that marketers, solopreneurs and businesses of all sizes 
have realized that in order to stay in the game you have to use video to drive traffic, gain 
attention, build authority and trust and EARN the attention in your niche and build credibility 
with their market.  
 
Whether you run a brick-and-mortar business, are an author, speaker, blogger, info marketer, 
affiliate marketer or ready to finally stand out above the crowd and be perceived as an expert 
in your community or industry; quality contentment delivered through high quality video is 
the fastest, cheapest and easiest way to be perceived as that industry leader! 
 
However, from a production standpoint, much of the video out on the internet is mediocre at 
best. The videos that are high-quality are few and far between and seem to be reserved for the 
industry gurus, companies with a video crew and big marketing budget or “techies” with a lot of 
time on their hands. Hmmm, is it that the gurus have great video or they have great video so 
they are perceived as a guru? 
 
Now, I’m not saying that you if you have poor quality content, but great looking video you’ll 
soar to the heights of gurudom. What I am saying is that it seems as though the really 
“credible” information sources – the thought-leaders - seem to have what looks like bigger 
budgets for their video production.  
 
When we see awesome videos by internet marketing leaders like Frank Kern, Mike Koenigs, 
Brendon Burchard and others, we lean back in our desk chairs in awe. We tend to secretly 
think, I could never make videos that look as good as the gurus do. The truth is that a few years 
ago you and I couldn’t; but recently things have changed. No longer do you need to spend 
$4,000 - $8,000 on a professional camera, $2,000 on lights and $500 on a high-end microphone. 
Video editing systems no longer cost $100,000 or even $10,000 they are now on your iPhone 
and iPad and cost $4! Our production facilities now fit in our pockets - not in some locked, dark 
room hidden in a corporate production studio. There has been a great video democratizer. It all 
started with the humble point and shoot tapeless video camera. 

The Point-and-Shoot Tapeless Video Camera: 
With the advent of the “Flip” point and shoot digital video cameras and the beloved-by-internet 
marketers Kodak Zi8 (and subsequently the Zi10); the playing field between newbie and video 
rock star has become leveled. The internet marketing industry was fairly quick to adopt the Flip 
cam for video marketing, but stopped recommending it as much when the Zi8 came along. The 
Kodak Zi8 had one major feature that flips don’t – a microphone-in port. 
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The problem with a flip camera is that without a mic-in port, you’re stuck with the camera’s 
built-in mic which picks up voice and unfortunately everything else in the vicinity. Many times 
this gives your video poor, empty or “distant” audio quality. 
 

Remember this… 
 

Poor Audio Quality = Unclear Message = Viewers Leaving Your Video Fast & Frustrated  
 

>> Better Video Begins with Better Audio My Friend << 
 

When you and I have a hard time understanding someone on video, we become frustrated and 
irritated and frankly, want to turn the darn thing off! I may give someone a second chance, but 
if I have difficulty understanding what is going on in a second video, their credibility just went 
out the window and I know I’m not alone. I’m going to search out a clearer alternative. 

The Birth of the Armchair Movie Critic: 
People who visit your website and watch videos today consider themselves savvy. Not only do 
they feel like they are savvy, they also feel as though they are in a position to be your critic. 
They can Like you, Recommend You, Comment on your video or Tag it as inappropriate if they 
are really cruel. So when it comes to content that we have control over, we need to not play to 
our industry’s lowest common denominator; we need to take our game up a notch and set a 
higher standard. 
 
Visitors expect you to be competent in your subject as well as the technology of video 
production. They want to be entertained and educated; they don’t have time or give much 
leeway to those who don’t understand the technology. It is the whole “even I could do better 
than that” thinking that makes them feel qualified to be your critic. 
 
Many people don’t understand why your videos may not look like what they see on TV nor do 
they care about the fact that just recording a video and putting it on your website or YouTube 
was a major accomplishment for you!  
 
** On the upside; by providing good content and quality video, these same people will 
promote you to everyone they know. They can pick you up on their blog or favorite your video 
on their YouTube channel. So you and I need to perform at our best AND do it more often. 
 
So let’s agree that we can no longer go along with our industry’s lowest common denominator 
when it comes to producing videos. Just because someone else has 20 poor-to-fair quality 
videos on their YouTube Channel doesn’t mean that is what you need to emulate.  Quality first 
then quantity. One caveat; don’t let high standards stop you from starting the journey. Prepare, 
then do your best. Do not have perfection-itis or paralysis or analysis. Prepare, capture, upload, 
repeat.  
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Before you start shooting video every day, get some feedback from trusted friends and industry 
professionals; I mean from your industry as well as the video industry. You need another 
perspective to be sure you are producing something worth mass-producing. 
Let’s now take a look at how we can give you a professional advantage over the competition 
and stand out in your industry or “space.” 

Camera Options: 
The Flip (with the help of a digital audio recorder):  
In my view the Flip camera is already disqualified because you have no choice but to use the 
camera’s built in mic. Point-and-shoot is great for some things, but with such simplicity and 
think-for-you, one-size fits all settings, you pretty much get what it gives you.  
 
Some video marketers do recommend that you buy a digital voice recorder and a microphone 
and record audio onto a separate recorder. Does it work? Sure does. Does it add another device 
that can go wrong and add two to three more steps to your overall production procedure? Sure 
does. There are much better options for you. Let’s swing the pendulum to the other extreme; 
 
“Professional” cameras:  
Honestly, there is no real reason for you to invest $1,000 - $4,000 for a pro video camera or 
DSLR (Digital Single Lens Reflex) until you are making a large percentage of your income from 
video and have a dedicated team that handles all of your video production. Spending anything 
more than a couple hundred bucks is a waste of money until that point.  
 
Frankly, when you put the iPhone HD video up against the $4,000 Professional-grade video 
camera there isn’t much of a noticeable difference when it is on the web. The expensive 
cameras are more sensitive to the elements, they are bulkier and in general are more difficult 
to transport and set up. The complexity of expensive cameras will end up slowing you down. 
Let’s look at the middle ground.  

Why Everyone Else is Playing Catch-Up With Apple:  
What Flip failed to do, the Kodak Zi8 improved upon; and the Kodak Zi10 has picked up where 
the Zi8 left off. Each iteration of the point-and-shoot video cameras are trending to two things; 
software-based controls & Wi-Fi accessibility. 

Software-Based Controls: 
With a touch-screen control as the Zi10 boasts, Kodak can resolve issues and slightly improve 
the functionality as their technologies develop. Too many improvements and you wouldn’t 
want to buy next-year’s model. However, what Kodak is attempting to do next year is be more 
like the iPhone was last year.  
 
Companies like Kodak have been implementing more features to offer at least a few of the 
benefits of the iPhone, iPad, Android Phones or other tablets: limited onboard editing, control 
of a few picture settings, easier upload to sharing sites, etc. The trend is for point-and-shoot to 
become more like phone cameras. For the foreseeable future, Apple will remain a couple years 
ahead in technology over the point-and-shoot technology. 
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Wi-Fi Accessibility: 
SmartPhones have a huge advantage over almost all other video cameras; their connectivity to 
the outside world. And now, the most elegant way of connecting is via Wi-Fi.  
 
Many point-and-shoot video cameras and still cameras are catching on to and now promoting 
Wi-Fi storage cards for file transfer – which in my tests have been slow and unreliable. Sony 
recently introduced the Bloggie which marries the point and shoot with wi-fi accessability.  
 
Manufacturers are realizing the limitations of hardwire connections. With a free iPhone app 
(application) I can shoot all my video and photos, turn on the Wi-Fi file transfer app and 
transfer my video or photos instantly – I can share on YouTube, Dropbox and a whole host of 
other social media and “cloud-based” storage services.  
 
Apps are the Future of video production: 
Let’s talk about Applications or “apps” as they are always referred to. Apps give you unlimited 
flexibility. There are dozens of cameras, editors, effects and other tools that are available to you 
with the push of a button. Many of the apps I use are either FREE or $.99- $4.99 (with unlimited 
updates)! This is where the comparison between iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, Android 
Smartphone and Tablets and the Professional Cameras, Flips & Kodak Point-and-Shoot camera 
comparison really breaks down… Apps! 
 

Why Choose a Smartphone or Tablet for Your Video Production? 
Here is what I love about Smartphones and what will blow you away when you truly grasp the 
power of these little things. 
 
 You always have your HD camera with you. Studies show that people are almost always 

within 3 feet of their Smartphone. Shoot and post video whenever the mood strikes 
 

 It is fast to set up and provides simple one button recording. You can be up and 
shooting just as quickly as any Flip, Kodak Zi8 or Zi10 – much faster than a “pro” camera. 
 

 Upload your video to web & sharing sites directly from your device. Share your videos 
directly to YouTube, Vimeo, DailyMotion, Facebook and more instantly in wi-fi areas and 
many times in 3G or 4G networks. Every other camera has to be hooked up to a 
computer to edit and upload video. Even the expensive ones!  
 

 Most Smartphones and tablets now have dual (2) cameras. 1 High Definition camera 
on the back and 1 Standard Definition camera on the front. The standard definition 
camera is great for seeing yourself while you record, plus the file sizes are about 1/3 the 
size of HD. The SD camera is great for quick little video posts or “shout-outs” as I call 
them. The HD video is suitable for interviews, trainings, product demonstrations, sales 
and marketing videos, future conversion to DVD or even for broadcast TV playback! 
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 Microphone-In port, headphone-out port and built-in speaker for playback. Apple 
especially has cornered audio. With the correct adapter, you can use ANY microphone 
to record with even multiple mics or audio mixers. Many camera and audio applications 
also have audio level meters so you are never surprised by audio levels recorded too 
quiet or too loud. 
 

 Upload video to your own secure server. Post video and grant permission to view only 
to your “paying members” right from your iDevice if you choose. 

 
 You can edit your video easily right on your phone – literally on-the-fly. I shot a series 

of 26 videos in Florida and edited them all on the plane back to Wisconsin. All in High 
Definition. The battery life was more than sufficient and I was able to template much of 
the series to make editing even faster.  
 
iMovie is a great way to bring together visual and auditory elements in an intuitive drag-
and-drop environment right on the device! Android has their version as well. Add video 
clips, titles (words on the screen), music from your iTunes or other audio sources, built-
in sound effects and still images to create your professional quality video  
 
*You can even surf the web for any photos or audio that you would like to put you’re 
your video, snap a screen capture and drop into your movie. 
 

 Save your videos to your computer with new Wi-Fi sync capability. You don’t have to 
plug in to your computer to transfer big files any longer. Free applications allow you to 
do it wirelessly as well as give permission to others that allows them to download video 
from your mobile device. 
 

 There are thousands of applications (apps) available to make your production better! 
One of the biggest reasons to use a Smartphone or Tablet for your video production is 
the amount of apps. Each of these apps is like adding functionality to your iPhone or 
iPod  
 
The way Apple has set up the App Store draws developers in to create applications for 
the tens of millions of iPhone, iPod and iPad users 
 
I have 5 camera apps, video editors and a series of video effects that I can use right on 
my phone without having to ever download video to my computer to edit and publish to 
the web. All of my apps range from FREE or $.99 to $4.99! And as the apps are improved 
upon, you will be notified to download the updates for free! 
 

 Advanced production features. There are even more features available that I’m not 
going to get into like live broadcasting and multi-camera shooting. These little devices 
are literally a pocket production studio! 

The idea behind using the iPhone or iPod Touch is what I call the dynamic-simplicity of it all. 
Great quality results, super convenient and always getting better and cheaper! 
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The Key to Building Online Video Authority & Trust: 
 
Use Easy-to-Implement Tools to Create High-Quality Content with High-Quality 
Production Values and Produce & Upload Those Videos Instantly & Frequently 
to be Trusted & Seen as an Authority in Your Industry! 
 
 
Great, I want to get a Mobile Video recorder - which one should I get? 
 
First off, the biggest difference between the Smartphones and other wi-fi devices is if they have 
a monthly data or cell plan. They can range from $70-$100 per month in the U.S. So if you are 
looking to get a Smartphone anyway I’d recommend buying the latest iPhone. Get the 32Gig or 
64Gig if it fits into your budget. Remember; the more space you have, the less-often you will 
need to clear space to shoot more video. 
 
Devices that are Wi-Fi only have no monthly mobile contract or data plan. You do, however 
have access to all of the free & cheap apps in the iPhone App Store; cameras, editors, effects, 
content, etc. as well as FREE access to the internet, file sharing, uploading to YouTube, and 
other social media sites (see other differences on the next page) when you are in an accessible 
Wi-Fi zone (home, office, coffee shop, library, hotels, airports etc.) Plus, in a pinch there are 
services like Google Talk, Skype and others that actually allow you to make phone calls with 
your Wi-Fi device when in an accessible Wi-Fi zone – all without a monthly contract! 
 
As with the iPhone; more storage is better than less. Stick with a 32 Gigabyte or more. The 
iPods, iPads today boast 64 Gigabytes. The added storage allows you to shoot more video and 
keep it on your device without having to download as often to “make space” for more video 
shooting. 

 
 

Specifications to keep in mind: 
  iPhone 4S    iPad 3 
 
Processor Dual core, 800 MHz, Apple A5X     Dual core, 1000 MHz, Apple A5X 
Video Quality 1920x1080 (1080p HD) (30 fps)  1920x1080 (1080p HD) (30 fps)  
RAM  512 MB RAM    1024 MB RAM 
Focus  Auto/Adjustable   Auto/Adjustable 
Hard Drive 16, 32, 64 Gigs    16, 32, 64 Gigs 
Cost/Mo. $70-$125 Mobile Contract   Free for Wi-Fi (or $ monthly broadband) 
 
 
In comparison, I found the iPhone 4S to be only slightly-better when it comes down to video 
quality results. Some people disagree.  In most cases however, resulting video delivered online 
are indistinguishable. 
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iPad or iPhone? I have used the iPad all of my latest projects. The “viewfinder” is much larger 
than with the iPhone. Editing and all other functionality are all easier to use since everything is 
bigger. I use it almost exclusively in studio. If you need a smartphone, get the iPhone. 
Otherwise, if you are happy with your phone, try an iPad. 
 
What about Android Phones and Tablets? If you own one, I say use that first. My testing and 
reading up on (and actually owning a Samsung Galaxy Note as my phone), showed me that the 
Android market has not set a baseline for their video camera specs and what framework to 
build apps on. An example I tell people is that if you shoot with an Android phone, learn to use 
the standard camera app first and to its full potential.  
 
There are a couple good Android video camera apps out there, it is just that they work on some 
phones and not on others. I was hoping it would be different, but with so many manufacturers, 
operating system versions and hardware limitations, it is very hard to create an app that works 
on all of them well. 
 
The first tablet I can recommend for video production is the 3rd Generation iPad. They finally 
released a tablet with a decent camera. I haven’t been impressed by any others out there. 
Granted, as I write this, that next camera is being developed or is just released.  
 
In conclusion; if you are shopping for a Smartphone, buy the latest iPhone. If you want a 
separate mobile device with a great camera and the apps to support it without a contract, get 
the iPad 3. Be sure it has at least 32 Gigs of memory. Since unlike Android devices, you can’t 
add memory to it, buy more memory now. 
 
Now that you have either an iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch or Android device, you are ready to go 
through the guide below. *Many of the principles are video production basics and apply to iPod 
Touch and Android Smartphones and Tablets too, but I’m going to be focusing primarily on how 
they apply directly to the iPhone and iPad. 

How to navigate menus: 
This is how I will demonstrate the navigation through functionalities on your device... 

Settings > General > About > Available 
Translation: 
Find the Settings icon (looks like gears), click on General, select About then read the Available 
memory displayed 
 
There are four areas I will cover in the setup of your iPhone or iPad. Each is merely a brief 
“primer.” 

1. Video Setup – This is the checklist that gets your iPhone/iPod Touch prepared to shoot 
Professional-Quality Video 

2. Shooting Tips - The checklist that gets you shooting professional-quality video in minutes 
3. Lighting for Video Basics - The checklist that gets you lighting video better in minutes 
4. Accessories – Outfitting your studio for Intermediate to Advanced Videographers 
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Did you know… 
 
Shooting video with your iDevice, Android, Flip or Kodak camera 
isn’t the only way to create attractive, powerful and credibility-
raising media content for your business. 
 
You can also:  

o Use your laptop’s webcam 
o Capture Motion Video of your Windows or Mac Screen  
 PowerPoint or Keynote Presentations 
 Web trainings 
 Software Demonstrations 

o Syndicate iTunes Video or Audio Podcasts 
o Hold Webinars & Teleseminars 
o Replay Skype Video Interviews 
o Schedule BlogTalkRadio.com worldwide LIVE and pre-recorded shows 
o Outsource Animoto automated presentations 
o Talk on your iPhone for one-way audio broadcasts  
o Record telephone interviews with celebrities anywhere 
o And much more! 
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iPhone & iPad Video 
Video Setup Checklist 

The checklist that gets your iPhone/iPad or iPod Touch prepared to shoot Pro-Quality Video 
 
 Check Hard Drive Space: Make sure you have plenty of memory/space on your 

iPhone/iPod Touch for your video before shooting 
Settings > General > About > Available 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Turn On Airplane Mode: When you are ready to shoot, put iPhone/iPad into Airplane 
mode - otherwise any texts, alerts, push notifications or phone calls will interrupt your 
video recording 
 
Settings > Airplane Mode. Turn Airplane mode “On.” A little orange airplane icon should 
now appear in the top left corner 
 

 Disable Auto-Lock: Your screen is preset to dim and auto-lock after a minute or so to 
conserve power. We want to disable that function while shooting 
 
Settings > General > Auto-Lock > Select “Never” 
 

 Adjust Screen Brightness: To be sure you are capturing the proper amount of light, 
adjust the screen brightness to 75% 
 
Settings > Brightness > Slide the adjustment over to about 75% 
 

If you are shooting lengthy clips or interviews indoors: 
 
 Mount Camera to Tripod: A tripod will keep your video rock-steady. Use a compact 

table tripod or floor tripod and set approximately at subject’s eye level 
 
 Plug In to AC Power: Plug the camera into a power source. This allows you to shoot 

video much longer than on battery 
 
 

HD Video (720p) 1280x720 
70 MB – 80 MB per recorded minute 

12-14 min per Gigabyte 
(1 Gigabyte = 1,000 Megabytes) 

  e.g. 7.8GB = 100 +/- minutes of HD video 
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Android Device Video 
Video Setup Checklist 

The checklist that gets your Android Device prepared to shoot Pro-Quality Video 
 
 Check Hard Drive Space: Make sure you have plenty of memory/space on your Device 

for your video before shooting 
Settings > Storage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Turn On Airplane Mode: When you are ready to shoot, put your device into Airplane 
mode - otherwise any texts, alerts, push notifications or phone calls will interrupt your 
video recording 
 
Slide down from the top > Airplane Mode. Turn Airplane mode “On.” A little airplane 
icon should now appear in the top of your screen 
 

 Disable Screen Time-Out: Your screen is preset to dim and auto-lock after a minute or 
so to conserve power. We want to disable that function or set to 10 minutes while 
shooting 
 
Settings > General > Auto-Lock > Select “Never” 
 

 Adjust Screen Brightness: To be sure you are capturing the proper amount of light, 
adjust the screen brightness to 75%. Turn off Automatic Brightness 
 
Settings > Display > Brightness > Slide the adjustment over to about 75% 
 

If you are shooting lengthy clips or interviews indoors: 
 
 Mount Camera to Tripod: A tripod will keep your video rock-steady. Use a compact 

table tripod or floor tripod and set approximately at subject’s eye level 
 
 Plug In to AC Power: Plug the camera into a power source. This allows you to shoot 

video much longer than on battery 
 
 

Now that your camera is setup, let’s start shooting! 

HD Video (720p) 1280x720 
70 MB – 80 MB per recorded minute 

12-14 min per Gigabyte 
(1 Gigabyte = 1,000 Megabytes) 

  e.g. 7.8GB = 100 +/- minutes of HD video 
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Shooting Tips 
The checklist that gets you shooting professional-quality video in minutes 

 
 Shoot in HD (High Definition):  Most mobile devices now have 2 cameras. The back 

camera (the side without the screen) shoots in Full HD. We want to use that one the 
most. Though they can capture 1920x1080 (1080p) resolution, I recommend capturing 
video at 1280x720 (720p). Reason: rendering time, processor speed & little difference in 
end product when compressed for viewing online or on a mobile device. 
 
Shooting from the front camera (FaceTime/video chat camera), creates a SD or Standard 
Definition file. SD video files are about 1/3 the file size of 720p HD video files.  
 
The rule is: Shoot with the Standard Definition camera only when space on your camera 
is low or you need to just shoot a quick “shout-out” video of yourself or are doing a 
broadcast in slow internet area. *Be sure to look at the lens camera and not at the 
screen when recording - otherwise it will seem like you are not looking at the viewer, but 
away from them. 
 

 Shoot in Landscape Mode: Be sure to shoot with the camera on its side (landscape); not 
up and down (portrait).  Playing back portrait video on anything other than your phone 
will display your video sideways. 
 

 Get Up Close & Personal: The closer you can get the camera and microphone to the 
subject the better. Just be sure to not get so close that the viewer would feel 
uncomfortable. Like the Flip, Zi8 & Zi10 cameras the built-in mic picks up everything in 
the vicinity. Choose a quite place to record if possible. 
 

 Audio: Listen for noise in the background. Fans, compressors, water, etc. will lower the 
overall quality of the video. Shoot in a quiet place. If you really want a background 
sound (like a peaceful fountain or light music), put it in later after you record. You can’t 
take it out after it is recorded. 
 

 Clean Off The Lens: Take a lens cloth or very soft chamois and lightly clean the lens. 
Your iPhone or iPad is always getting touched and the chances are that there is dust or 
oil on your lens. NEVER use any cleaning agents like a glass cleaner on your device. 
 

 Focus: Before you hit the record button be sure to touch the iPhone/iPad screen where 
you wish to focus and light the subject (exposure). Touch the screen on the subject’s 
nose, throat, eyes or forehead to bring them into focus and set the exposure. 
 

 Contrast: The subject/person you are recording should stand out from the background. 
Find a background that contrasts your subject’s clothing. If they are wearing a dark 
color, place them in front of a light background. If wearing a light color, place them in 
front of a dark background. If they are wearing a bright color, try to use a neutral 
background. If they ask you in advance what they should wear, have them stay away 
from wearing stripes or tight-pattern fabrics. Fabric patterns can distort during playback. 
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Lighting for Video Basics 
The checklist that gets you lighting video better in minutes 

 
This checklist is to get you better lighting using available light. Knowing how to properly 
use and control light already available to you will help you master better lighting in any 
situation you may find yourself in. We won’t go into light kits or professional lighting in 
this primer. 
 

 Use Natural Light: The easiest lighting setup is sunlight! However, using sunlight doesn’t 
necessarily mean placing your subject in direct sunlight. Direct sunlight is usually too 
harsh to use. Shadows from direct sunlight are very strong and the chance for loss of 
detail is very high. 
 
Whenever possible, shoot near a window and use natural sunlight. If you are seeing 
strong shadows on the opposite side of the person’s face, turn them so they face the 
window more or use a reflector. 
 
A reflector is as simple as a white foam board or other large white surface like a white 
cloth sheet. Place it on the side of the subject opposite the sun (yet out of view of the 
camera) to reflect back light to fill in and brighten any shadows. The reflected light or 
secondary source is called fill light because it fills-in the shadowy area. 
 

 Watch for Backlighting: Keep the light in front of the subject & not behind them 
(backlight). Backlighting is when the subject is dark & the background is normal 
brightness. This usually happens when someone stands in front of a window. Most 
cameras usually take an overall light reading and adjust exposure accordingly. 
 

 Don’t Mix Light Sources: Don’t mix daylight (outdoor light) with indoor lights (halogen, 
LED, incandescent or fluorescent lights). It will distort natural colors and may make a 
person look unnaturally blue or orange. If using indoor light, close off daylight so the 
two don’t mix. 
 

 Avoid Overhead Fluorescent Ceiling Lights: Many times fluorescent ceiling lights make 
people look sick or tired. It tends to put shadows on all the wrong places (under eyes 
and chin). If you do use them, don’t stand directly under them. When possible, use 
fluorescent lights in front of the subject to minimize shadowing on faces. 
 

 Watch for Overexposure: Overexposure is when the camera is capturing too much light. 
Telltale signs of overexposure are “white” areas on the forehead, cheeks, nose or other 
shiny surfaces. Over exposure records only “white” and records no detail. Find a spot on 
the subject that balances the lighting and is pleasing to your eye. I almost always find a 
good balance by tapping for auto focus and auto exposure on the subject’s chin or neck. 
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Accessories  
Outfitting your studio - for Intermediate to Advanced Videographers 

Audio: 
Great audio is a key high quality production value. To capture high quality audio, get up close 
audio with an “external mic.” An external mic is a microphone that you plug into your mobile 
device to boost the quality and volume of the voice that you want to record on video. 
Remember, the clearer the audio, the better your message can be received by the viewer. Here 
is an inexpensive way to start:  
 
To connect a microphone to the many mobile devices (iPhone, iPad, iPod, Android Smartphone 
and some tablets*) you will need an adapter. This little adapter plugs in to the headphone out 
jack in the iPhone or iPod Touch. Here is what to look for: 
 
Adapter: 1/8” (3.5mm) TRRS (Tip, Ring, Ring, Sleeve) Male to a 1/8” 
(3.5mm) TRS (Tip Ring Sleeve) Female. 
 
This allows you to plug a wired microphone, shotgun microphone or 
wireless microphone with a 1/8” (3.5mm) mono or stereo plug into 
the iPhone/iPod Touch headphone port. 
 
Here is one I recommend from KVConnection - about $26 with shipping 
 
If you want to try to save a few dollars, check Amazon and eBay for cables that match those 
specifications. To work, it must be 3.5mm TRRS Male to 3.5mm TRS Female (3.5mm = 1/8”) 
Note: that the KVConnection adapter utilizes specific resistors in its circuitry. 
| 
Audio Technica ATR3350 – also known as the ATR 35S – 
Wired Lavaliere microphone. This is a mic that clips on to 
subject’s clothing. These are also commonly referred to as 
“lapel mics”  
I recommend if you buy one, get a second one too. It will 
allow you to mic two people for an interview. (about $24) 
 
 
 
Audio Technica ATR6550 – Wired “Shotgun” 
microphone. This is a mic that points directly where 
you choose to pick up sound from a distance of 3-6 
feet. (about $48) 
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To record audio from two people at the same time, I 
recommend using 2 separate mics. To do that you’ll need a 
little adapter. Two 1/8” input TR (mono) to one 1/8” male 
TR (mono) connector. This allows for two mics to be 
connected to the mobile device. Plug this into the iPhone 
Audio Adapter & not directly into the device.  
See it on Amazon  (from $.25 - $5.00) 

 
iPhone & iPod Tripod Mount: 
If you are going to use a tripod (which I highly recommend), 
you will want to purchase an iPhone/smartphone tripod 
mount. You can get one at the Apple store or online on 
Amazon or you can buy one of ours. My 5-year old son and 
I created mount that adheres securely to any non-porus 
surface and gives the videographer the best access to audio 
and power connections and is the most convenient. If you 
don’t have a tripod, you can clip it to other things. (about $10 and up) 

 
A Few of the iDevice Apps I Use: 

 
 
My Favorite Cameras: 
FiLMiC Pro - $2.99 *Amazing camera control + AUDIO INPUT LEVELS 
Backup cameras: 
Almost DSLR - $1.99 (free version available) *Set white balance, exposure, focus and more 
Camera Plus Pro - $1.99 (free version available) *Great as a back-up manual-mode camera 

Video Editors: 
iMovie - $4.99 *Fantastic onboard editor. HD video, music, sound effects, titles, stills & themes  
Vimeo – Free *Editor that links up with your vimeo.com account (still a few bugs) 

Media Management: 
WiFi Photo Transfer – Free* Use Wi-Fi to transfer files to any other Wi-Fi connected computer 
YouTube – Preloaded *Upload video directly to account – Massively underutilized tool! 
DailyMotion – Free *Upload video directly to account 
Vimeo – Free *Upload video directly to account 

http://twitter.com/home?status=RT+@TheCompleteSelf+FREE+iPhone+Video+Production+Guide+for+Experts+and+Mobile+Video+Marketers+http://bit.ly/MvbNjF
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.mobilevideoignition.com/
http://mobilevideoignition.com/
http://twitter.com/home?status=RT+@TheCompleteSelf+FREE+iPhone+Video+Production+Guide+for+Experts+and+Mobile+Video+Marketers+http://bit.ly/MvbNjF
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.mobilevideoignition.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004C4Y0OW/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=httpwwwthecom-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=B004C4Y0OW
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&keywords=iphone%20tripod%20mount&tag=httpwwwthecom-20&index=aps&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&creative=9325
http://thecompleteself.com/blog/4-year-old-makes-amazing-4g-iphone-ipod-touch-tripod-mounts/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/filmic-pro/id436577167?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/almost-dslr/id380871298?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/camera-plus-pro-the-ultimate/id345752934?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/imovie/id377298193?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/vimeo/id425194759?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wifi-photo-transfer/id380326191?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dailymotion/id336978041?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/vimeo/id425194759?mt=8


SHARE this FREE GUIDE & VIDEO:  TWITTER     FACEBOOK   http://MobileVideoIgnition.com 

Miscellaneous Apps: 
Ustream Producer – Free *Broadcast Live video from any Wi-Fi access 
iHandy Level – Free *Level your camera on your tripod 

A Sample Intermediate-Level Setup: [Watch Setup Video] 

Below is a simple shoot I did recently with my friend Jason Huett of GymSensei.com and 
KicksUnlimited.com. I’ll point out a few things that I used to create a nice, High Quality video. Granted, I 
used several inexpensive studio lights and a piece of white linoleum as a backdrop, but the results are 
stellar!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To start the complete training right now, visit here Here 

I trust this primer on Mobile Video production has been helpful to you. If so, please let me 
know about it. Just email me at Matthew@ExpertVideoEmpire.com  

Some links above may be affiliate links. Feel free to use your own links if you choose. 

If you are ready to take the next step in your video training, you will want to get your hands on 
my new Complete Mobile Video Producer video training series Mobile Video Ignition.  

Standard Apple USB/AC 
Power Supply & Power 

Strip on Amazon 

Audio Technica ATR6550 
Shotgun Microphone on 

Amazon 

iPhone 1/8 inch microphone 
adapter KVConnection.com 

Work Light $10 Amazon 
Daylight CF Bulb $9  

Linoleum on 2”x4” x 12’ 
Look for brightest backing 

Multi-bulb Softbox 
light kits - 10 x 200W - $118 

Amazon 

iPhone/iPod Tripod 
Mount 

My custom mount 
Other mounts 
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Get Creating more Content in an easy-to-implement way 

Video Newbie Camera Training Series: 
• Get Started Now. Straight-to-the-point videos get you up and ready to start shooting 

better video from now on using your iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, Android phone or tablet.  

Intermediate Video Producer Training Series: 
 Setting Up Your Studio & Equipment Guide. Know what stuff is worth investing in as a part 

of your professional video production toolbox and what is a waste of money. 
 

 It’s All About Apps. Know which of the best Free and Cheap apps to download. I include my 
favorite cameras that are much better and controllable than the standard camera apps as 
well as many other editing and uploading apps that will make your life easier. I also go 
through features of my favorites and how I use them. 
 

 How to Capture Video. From framing your shot to understanding terms like white balance, 
exposure, focus are and how to set them properly on your mobile device. 
 

 Capturing Better Audio. Know what mics to use, how to position them and how to 
maximize your audio for clarity. Also, how to shoot with the built-in mic properly. 
 

 How to Shoot Interviews with of one, two or three people. How to setup the camera, 
audio and scenes for optimal performance & best quality.  
 

 Editing. How to use the on-board editors like iMovie ($5). I’ll show you some little-known 
tricks that will boost your production values and make people gasp when you tell them that 
you edited the whole thing on your iPhone or iPod. 
 

 How to upload to YouTube in full HD. Too many people shoot in HD but wonder why their 
video looks horrible when they view it on YouTube. Get the secret settings that give you 
theater-quality results online. 
 

  IItt’’ss  nnoott  jjuusstt  vviiddeeoo  wwiitthh  aa  iiDDeevviiccee  oorr  AAnnddrrooiidd..  WWee  aallssoo  ccoovveerr  WWeebbccaammss,,  iiTTuunneess,,  
BBllooggTTaallkkRRaaddiioo,,  AAnniimmoottoo,,  SSccrreeeenn  ccaappttuurree,,  YYoouuTTuubbee  TTrriicckkss,,  AAllll  tthhee  TTEECCHH  yyoouu’’llll  nneeeedd  aanndd  
nnoonnee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ddoonn’’tt..    
 

 Short, pick-and-choose training videos. No geek-speak. We help you concentrate on 
CREATING MORE CONTENT, in an EASY TO IMPLEMENT WAY, WHILE BOOSTING THE 
QUALITY OF THE VIDEO. 
 
Get More Information     http://mobilevideoignition.com/make-marketing-videos  
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